CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY
The idea of regional distribution of industries and of
population has been stressed in the industrial countries of the
West for some time. During World War II especially, it had
attracted still greater attention on account of the strategical
dangers facing the great industrial .centres. In England the
question of regional distribution of industries has been
examined by the Royal Commission on the Distribution of the
Industrial.Population of Great Britain and by the Regional
Development and Location of Industry groups of P.E.P, The
Commission unanimously accepted that the objective of
national economic planning should be the encouragement of a
reasonable balance of industrial development, so far as pos-
sible, throughout the various divisions or regions of Great
Britain, coupled with approximate diversification of industry
ia each division or region throughout the country. The
Report of the Political and Economic Planning (P.E.P,)
group has also emphasized the need for balanced regional
development In the U.S.A. the question of regional planning
has been very thoroughly examined by the National Resour-
ces Planning Board. In 1933 President Roosevelt created
the Tennessee Valley Authority to serve as a model of the
process of developing backward regions and to lead, as he
said, to 'national planning for a complete river watershed
involving many states and future lives and welfare of millions*.
The experiment was a complete success and in 1937 Roose-
velt proposed -the creation of seven other public bodies similar
to .the T. V. A. for other regions of the U.S.A. but on
account of the opposition of the utility companies and the
propaganda carried on against the idea by powerful vested
interests led by Wendell L. Wilkie, the American Congress
failed to take any action on his recommendation.
Regional planning in the case of Germany has been
mostly industrial planning. In certain other countries, par-
ticularly in France and Sweden, before World War I it sought
to harmonize the interests of large industrial cities, satellite